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Msnthra, said the stars in the constellations. We shall
briefly examine some facts.

The first month of the lunar year is Aswayuja. The
stars Aswini and Bharani are in this month, which
signifies the time when the Supreme Being was all
alone. Consequently the first ten days of this month
are famous all through India as the festival of nine
nights for the worship of Sri Sharada and Durga. The
worship of Sri Devi during these nine nights carries
the '.terpretation that the priniciples of the creation
of the universe enter the womb of the Supreme Goddess
or Parasakthi who carries them in her womb for nine
months.

The Month of Karthika: This includes the principles
of the stars Krittika and Rohini which signify the creation
of the universe and the greatness of the the Lord
of the Universe. The month begins with the killing
of the demon Narkasura, who symbolises the quality
of Thamas, and then the world gets into the Hiranya
Garbha (lit:Golden womb) stage, wherein the entire
universe glitters with luminosity. Hence this month contains
the festivals of Vishnu Deepa and Siva Deepa (burning
of lights in worship of Vishnu and Siva), and the
worship of the Goddess of Wealth. As the greatness
of Iswara and Iswari appears prominently in this month,
the Mondays during this month are of special importance.

The month of Margashira: Under the significance of
the star Mrigashira, the period of Mars occurs on the
way up too Iswara, and hence Mars (Kuja) finds
prominence hers. Mars is the Lord Subrahmanya. Hence
the sixth day of this month is the festival of Subrahmanya.